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It is an accepted axiom of librarianship that the right book 
and other materials should be available at the right time for the right 
personBearing this In mind, one can understand and sympathize with 
the irritabilities and complications caused library patrons and 
librarians when materials are unavailable. The annoyance, however, 
deepens when it is realized that the desired material has been pilfered 
or mutilated. Even though librarians are aware of the history of 
library vandalism, some of them react to this as if it were something 
new and unusual. Yet, the library world readily accepted the illegal 
transfer of materials from one ancient library to another. 
Recently, a New Jersey schoolboy decided that he needed more 
books than the local public library would permit him to charge out at 
one time. This enterprising young man tossed books out of the window 
of the library to some waiting friends.2 Undoubtedly, what seemed a 
new technique was not new at all. More than two centuries ago, this 
method for illegally acquiring library materials was employed by 
Cardinal Passionei, a notable book thief.3 Libri, who is considered 
^Helen E. Haines, Living With Books (2d ed.j New York* Columbia 
University Press, 1950), p.3d« 
o 
J. C. Furnas, "Vandals in the Library," Readers Digest, 
LXXXIV (January, 1961*), 175. 
^Lawrence S. Thompson, "Notes on Bibliokleptomania," Bulletin 
of the New York Public Library, XLVHI (September, 19hU), 7UU* 
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a most notorious thief of library materials, devised various methods 
for procuring manuscripts. In tracing thefts in libraries, Thomson 
cites kinds of materials stolen and the persons responsible for the 
thefts. Throughout his survey, librarians, clergymen and scholars are 
mentioned as types of persons who should be watched with special care. 
Contemporary literature adds children and lay borrowers to the list of 
persons who steal and mutilate library books and other materials. 
Obviously, there is not one type of person upon which the blame can be 
placed for library losses. 
Purpose and Scope 
In this study, 38 articles pertaining to library vandalism are 
analyzed in order to determine the frequency of discussion of certain 
aspects of the subject. Here, there is no concern with the psychological 
reasons for answering the question, why do people pilfer and mutilate 
library materials? The reasons, as revealed in articles indexed in 
Library Literature, are here set forth mainly to disclose the frequency 
of specified reasons. In order to assist in resolving the problems of 
theft and mutilation, librarians have offered suggestions which have 
been included in this analysis to arrive at the methods already 
employed in libraries and the frequency of their use. 
The 38 articles which are the basis for this analysis were 
chosen from among articles indexed in 16 periodicals in 
Library Literature,! covering the period 1953-1963 (see 'Cable 1). 
^Library Literature (New Yorki H. W. Wilson, 1921- ), 1953-1963. 
TABLE 1 
ARTICLES DEALING WITH VANDALISM AS INDEXED 
IN LIBRARY LITERATURE» 1953 - 1963 
v*> 
Periodicals Total Number of Articles by Year 
T 
Total 
“T23J T95T T55T T95T T555" rmr ■w "W T5ST 
Bookmark (University of Idaho Library) • •• ♦ 4M* *♦♦ •it 2 2 l l 6 
College and Research Libraries • • • ••• l ♦♦ • *• • l 
Focus • ** ♦ «♦ ♦♦* i • • • 1 
Illinois Libraries i * * » ♦ ♦♦ ♦St 1 
Librarian Mid Book World 1 • •• **♦ 2 Mt 3 
Library Association Record 1 1 
Library Journal • ** • ♦■• 2 1 2 Hi 
Library World 1 ♦ *♦ 1 
Medical Library Association Bulletin #*• »♦» • tt « ♦♦ 1 t«« 1 
New Jersey School Librarian l • «♦ ♦tt ♦ ♦# 1 
TiTarmi innlr *«yw«wtroî\ ♦ ♦♦• ♦♦* *t ♦ #♦♦ 1 1 
Oklahoma Librarian ♦41 « ♦ ♦• i • •• 1 
Peabody Journal of Education 1 ♦ •♦ ••• ♦ ♦♦ • • • ♦♦♦ 1 
Saturday Review ♦♦* 1 *•« ♦ ♦♦ ♦ ♦« 1 
Times (London) Literary Supplement ♦ ♦♦ «* • ttt 1 ttt 1 
Wilson Library Bulletin 1 ♦♦♦ • «♦ • •• l 1 3 
Tbtal 3 3 • *« 1 l ♦ ♦• 8 5 5 7 5 38 
h 
The Library Journal carried ll* of the 38 articles; this was the 
greatest number found in any one publication. Next from the point 
of view of quantity was the University of Idaho Library Bookmark 
which included six articles. The Librarian and Book World and 
Wilson Library Bulletin each carried three and each of the remaining 
publications carried one article. Thirty of the 38 articles were 
published between 1959 and 1963» During the years of 1955 and 1958 
none was noted (see also Appendix). 
Significance 
It is hoped that this investigation will give insight into the 
methods used by some librarians and suggested by others for coping 
with the problem of vandalism. From these methods should come 
assistance in adapting and devising other methods to at least lessen 
the extent of vandalism today. Though libraries are constantly 
operating under the strain of limited budgets, librarians and libraiy 
administrators are responsible for protecting libraiy property even 
if the means for protection necessitates an added expense to the 
budget. 
Definition of Terms 
As used in this study, vandalism is defined as the intentional 
or unintentional destruction by theft or mutilation of libraiy 
materials. Though vandalism is regarded as a willful, deliberate act 
it would not suffice to limit vandalism to just intentional thefts or 
mutilations since there is no way that a library can always determine 
whether or not missing materials have been deliberately taken out of 
the collection or mistakenly taken from the collection. The library 
cannot say what is; it can only truly say what is not—that the material 
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was not legally charged out* 
In this analysis the words bibliokleptomania and bibliomania 
will be used to differentiate between types of library thefts* In the 
article by Thompson,1 the words bibliokleptomania and bibliomania are 
defined* He considers taking a book for resale as bibliokleptomanla 
and taking a book for the sake of possessing it is considered 
bibliomania. Even though this study is not concerned with the realm 
of classification in which missing materials fall these two words are 
employed and the definitions have been accepted here, as one way of 
bringing to the attention of the reader the intention for which certain 
materials have been taken from their rightful places and owners* 
Methodology 
The first approach to determine whether or not this topic should 
be investigated was to search Library Literature for the period 
1953 - 1963, to see if a thesis had already been written on vandalism 
or some other subject which bore a close relationship to vandalism. 
This was done by consulting the entiy "Library Schools - Theses" for 
the ten-year period. At one point, in the 1952 Library Literature2 
a cross reference entry appeared under "Mutilation of books and 
periodicals" which referred to a typewritten thesis submitted to the . 
Western Reserve University Library School in 1952* There was no 
name for author and title, however, which seemed either a mistake or 
an omission in the indexing. To eliminate this possibility for error 
^Thompson, op. cit*, 72U-725. 
^Library Literature, op. cit., 1952-195U, p.£L9. 
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the October, 1952 issue of Library Quarterly^ was examined for the list 
of theses submitted to library schools and no listing of such a stuc(y 
on vandalism was found. 
Secondly, information was sought in Library Literature under 
the entry "Vandalism” which was not listed nor was there a cross 
reference from this word, "Book thefts and losses," under which most 
citations were listed, also gave the cross references* "Books - Care 
and restoration" and "Mutilation of books and periodicals," 
By consulting all three of these entries the citations were found for 
the articles included in this study. All the recorded citations were 
grouped by periodicals and then arranged in chronological order. 
This grouping of citations by respective journals saved time in moving 
from the location of one set of journals to that of another set. 
The recurrence of identical and similar details in the articles 
were noted. On the left side of each 5" x 8" card used for annotations, 
space was reserved for noting such items which answered the following 
questions* 
1, Who are the persons responsible for the theft 
or mutilation of library materials? 
2, What kinds of materials have the reporting 
libraries lost? 
3* In order to remove materials from their 
rightful places, what were the methods used? 
U. Why does the thief want the materials which 
he has stolen? 
5, How will the stolen articles be used? 
6, Was the misdeed detected? By whom? When? 
^Lester E, Asheim, "Graduate Theses Accepted by Library Schools 
in the United States, 1951-£2," Library Quarterly, XXU (October, 1952), 
3U2-3U9. 
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7. Was there a penalty Imposed upon the wrongdoer? 
8. What are some suggestions which have been offered 
by librarians for alleviating the problem of vandalism? 
The note cards were then rearranged by year and within each year 
alphabetized by the last name of the author of each article. In the 
case of an absence of personal author* the first word of the title 
of the article determined the correct alphabetic place for the 
citation. Next, the cards were numbered consecutively. Since a 
checklist of salient features applicable to vandalism could not be 
located, a checklist was devised from the preceding questions. 
The numbers assigned to each card were then recorded in their relative 
places on the checklist when the article contained those particular 
items. To insure not having omitted ary important details, each 
article was re-searched before final tables were compiled to substantiate 
the discussions and conclusions which comprise this analysis. 
In the analysis of the articles on vandalism specific articles 
are referred to by numbers as they appear in the Appendix. 
CHAPTER II 
ANALYSIS OF ARTICLES DEALING WITH VANDALISM, 1953 - 1963 
Types of Purlolnad Materials 
From among the many types of materials which comprise library 
collections, books seem to be the articles most susceptible to theft and 
mutilation. In 29 of the 33 articles used in this analysis, books were 
mentioned most often as the type of library material moat frequently 
lost or mutilated by library patrons (see Table 2). Librarians are 
TABLE 2 
TYPES OF PURLOINED MATERIALS 
Item Number of Articles 
Rare Materials • 
Manuscripts . • 
aware of the fact that certain kinds of books are stolen year after 
year. One school librarian decided to Investigate the types of 
materials lost In circulation in school libraries in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Her report revealed the kinds and numbers of books missing in certain 
subject areas in a 195U inventory taken in one senior high school which 
had a little over 8,000 volumes in its book collection. The greatest 
losses were in fiction, literature and the applied science, in that 
order. General works and volumes dealing with religion were two areas 
8 
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which showed no losses (5). A similar observation was made at the 
Idaho University Library and it also brought to light that the popular 
reputation of an author, the readability of a book, viable sex themes 
and timeliness played great parts in the theftability of materials (31) • 
Six articles mentioned rare materials. A rare book which had 
been given to the British Museum was discovered in the Georgetown 
University Library collection. The book had been given to the British 
Museum by King George III and had been stolen from that library more 
than 100 years ago (3W. A report was made about three letters dating 
back as early as 1821 which had been stolen from the National Archives 
in Washington, D. C. (3U) • A New York autograph dealer, upon 
discovering that he was in possession of these letters which he had 
purchased, gave them to the Federal Bureau of Investigation for return 
to the National Archives. One letter was concerned with espionage during 
the Civil Warj the second, written in 1821, was a complaint from General 
Andrew Jackson about his not receiving his salary} and, the third 
letter, dated 1866, was a request from General Ulysses S. Grant to 
President Andrew Johnson for the pardoning of a Confederate soldier (3U). 
A volume of the Bay Psalm Book was filched from the library at the 
University of California at Los Angeles (3) and though no specific titles 
were mentioned, rare books were also stolen from the Claremont College 
Library in California (30). 
In most libraries, journals do not circulate and are bound so 
that they may serve longer patron use. Still, bound and unbound journals 
are illegally taken from libraries. Of the 10 articles which treat of 
journals, one focuses on bound periodicals, one on bound and unbound 
journals and two on unbound journals. The remaining six articles do not 
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indicate specifically whether the journals being referred to are bound 
or unbound* When Yale University's Medical Library staff discovered 
that many of its unbound journals were fast disappearing, a study of 
the extent of this disappearance was made* The investigation revealed 
that unbound le sties of journals did not disappear any more frequently 
than other materials which the library had lost (22), The problem at 
the University of Idaho Library was reported as that of keeping current 
unbound professional and popular journals so that they would be 
available to a number of patrons (36)* 
The illustration8 which are contained in journals and books were 
victims of abuse. In nine articles, pictures including plates, charts, 
photographs, drawings, maps and other illustrative materials were cited. 
TWO male culprits reveled In the transfer of illustrations from one book 
to make amusing dust jackets for another (38), This entertaining 
activity led to the "replacement of the portrait of a dignified modem 
poet by a picture of a tattooed man" (38). Being a bit more serious in 
in twit, students clipped Illustrations from books and magasines in order 
to include them in papers which were to be submitted to their 
instructors (10)* 
Manuscripts and sheet music were mentioned In three articles 
dealing with European libraries* Volumes of music sheets which had been 
bound were taken from a British library and were later found in a bus 
shelter (2)* 
Libraries have reported also the theft and mutilation of same 
other items* A complete file of the Congressional Record was stolen 
from a Scranton, Pennsylvania library (37)* Supreme Court decisions 
were sliced from books in the Brooklyn Public Library collection (28)* 
U 
One junior high school librarian discovered that her students were avid 
coupon collectors (21)* though phonograph records would ssera a difficult 
item to remove fron a library, the Leeds (England) library reported the 
loss of them (16)• 
Paralleling the loss of materials through clippings are the 
damages imposed upon library books when they have been Inadvertently but 
deliberately defaced with markings of various kinds» Two public and one 
college librarian noted the harm which pencil and ink markings had done 
to library books» What might be considered as humorous captions were 
affixed to illustrations in hundreds of books. The culprits also wrote 
obscene words and critical conments in many books (35)» Sometimes 
disagreement with an author's statement will lead to marginal notations 
by readers» Should there be further disagreement engendered by the first 
comment, then, sane other readers feel obligated to add their opinions* 
In one article it was reported that whole sentences in a book had been 
blocked out so that the text was no longer readable (26)» ‘nils kind of 
mutilation may have rendered the books worthless since the information 
which they contained was no longer available to the reader» 
Factors Which Contribute to Thefta and Mutilationa 
For a long while librarians and library administrators have 
grappled with the idea of having or of not having open shelves. 
The desire to progress with the times brought with it the desire to 
unchain books and to permit library patrons the opportunity of browsing» 
"From about 1880 on, however, the trend was toward free access to the 
shelves as more and more college and university libraries permitted 
their students to enter the stacks and examine the books as they were 
displayed on the shelves" (1). Now, some librarians say that open 
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shelves is one factor which contributes to the loss of library 
materials* In nine articles public, college and school librarians 
weighed the advantages and disadvantages of open shelves* 
Pressure of assignments, limited loan policies and saleability 
were among other reasons given which contribute to the theft and 
mutilation of library materials (see Table 3)* In seven articles the 
TABLE 3 
FACTORS WHICH CONTRIBUTE 
TO THEFTS AND MUTILATIONS 
Factor Number of Articles 
Open ehelves •••••••••••• 9 
Pressure of assignments •«••••• 7 
Personal satisfaction ••«•*•*• 6 
Attractiveness of materials « * * * • 5 
Limited loan policies ••••*••• 
Pranks *•••«••»*••*••• 5 
Saleability ••*.••*•••••• 5 
pressure of assignments was one reason for vandalism* The public library 
was reported as not being exempt from material damages because of the 
pressure of academic assignments (13)* Six, of the seven articles which 
included this factor, were reports from school and oollege librarians* 
"In 1936, the Superintendent of Schools in Newark, New Jersey, at the 
request of the public library, sent a circular to all principals asking 
that teachers not accept material dipped from books or magasines" (6)* 
At Idaho University the library administrators asked faculty members 
not to accept papers which contained illustrations clipped from books 
and magazines (10)* Unwittingly, it is the reference to a book during 
a class lecture which leads to the students absconding a book* 
Sometimes, an instructor stresses the importance of a particular 
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reading assignment but does not place that book on reserve* The first 
student to get the book has exclusive use of it for whatever length of 
time the loan period permits* 
It was felt by sons librarians and noted in five articles that 
the limited loan policies of some libraries probably contributed to 
bibliomania. Such a regulation could spark the desire on the part of 
the patron to either steal an entire volume or part of a volume which 
contained the information he needed* As a rule, encyclopedias do not 
circulate but one school librarian decided to permit overnight 
circulation of encyclopedias and magasines in order to eliminate page 
slashing by junior high school students (21)* Another school librarian 
decided to order books at discounts for his pupils and teachers In order 
to lessen the amount of losses of library materials when he discovered 
that all of the books reported as lost were really not lost (15)* 
Some materials were taken from the library for personal satisfaction 
and was so reported in six articles* For some students, taking a book 
from the library was not considered stealing because the book was 
borrowed within library regulations but then deliberately not returned. 
One librarian felt that when books with sex themes are borrowed, that 
they are passed among friends (13)* This usually keeps the book out of 
the library beyond the legal specified loan period* For various reasons, 
people seem reluctant to borrow sex books from the library* Consequently, 
after being legally borrowed once, the book becomes lost among friends* 
Another reason submitted for withholding books was that of wanting to 
fill vacant space on the bookshelf at home (lf>) • 2h the case of two male 
offenders in England, hundreds of books were mutilated for personal 
satisfaction* These men were frequent library users who cut illustrations 
from books so that they could be used to decorate their walls at home (35)» 
1U 
The mere attractiveness of materials is another factor reported 
idiich induced the patron to filch materials* In four of the five 
articles which mentioned attractiveness as a contributing factor it was 
the rarity of the material which acted as a determinant* Either the 
rare books were desired because the patron wanted them for personal use 
or he wanted them to sell* Saleability was mentioned in five articles 
and two of these referred to the selling of rare books* Three articles 
stated that saleability is one reason for professional book thieves to 
be active. Lay borrowers, however, were reported in two articles as 
stealing materials in order to offer them for sale* In only one of the 
five articles which mentioned saleability as a contributing factor to 
library vandalism was the high school student included as a culprit (15)* 
The idea of pilfering library materials just for the sake of 
outwitting library administrators and staffers appeared In five articles. 
One graduate student at the University of California at Los Angeles 
stole the Bay Psalm Book which was on exhibition at the University’s 
library* When questioned as to why he would take this rare and valuable 
book, his answer was that this act was the fulfillment of a fraternity 
initiation assignment (3)* 3h connection with school children there were 
three basic reasons submitted» to fulfill a grudge, to show off and to 
win group admiration (15)* The aforegoing reasons why students performed 
pranks was shared and expressed by teachers, students, parents and 
librarians* 
Persons Responsible for Lost Items 
Being aware of the identity of the culprits who are responsible 
for the thefts and damages of library materials permits library 
personnel to be watchful of those persons. What persons are excluded 
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when the list of offenders includes students, teachers, professional 
thieves, and even librarians? The literature also reserves a 
category for lay borrowers which would include housewives, people in 
the various professions, those indolents who seek out the library for 
sanctuary, plus all other persons who do not properly fit into any 
of the above mentioned categories (see Table U). 
TABLE h 
PERSONS RESPONSIBLE FOR LOST ITEMS 
Offender Number of Articles 
Lay borrowers • ••••••«••• 12 
College students 8 
Graduate students •••••••*« 5 
High School students .«•...•• $ 
Professional thieves U 
Teachers • 3 
Elementary school pupils • •••«. 2 
Librarians • •••.•••••«*. 2 
Lay borrowers were mentioned in 12 of the 30 articles which 
named types of library vandals. Two articles in Library Journal were 
devoted exclusively to librarians as vandals. The librarian accused 
of stealing rare books from Claremont College (California) was head of 
Acquisitions at Riverside City College (California). While trying to 
apprehend the thief, the chief librarian at the Honnold Library, 
Claremont College, was bruised in the scuffle (30). The other report 
of a former Scranton, Pennsylvania, librarian tells of his arrest for 
stealing not only rare books but periodicals and documents including a 
complete file of the Congressional Record. The value of the materials 
amounted to $5,000. Since August 21, 1962 when this librarian resigned 
his Scranton position, he has lived in Denver, where he was arrested 
on October 28, 1963. Though this culprit has left the profession of 
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librarlanahlp, he has not severed his connections or reduced his Interest 
in books as he has become a salesman for a Philadelphia publishing 
house (37)* 
Not much information was revealed in the literature about the 
students who were responsible for vandalism even though 16 articles 
mentioned them* There is specific mention as to whether or not the 
student attended graduate or undergraduate institutions, high or 
elementary school* Teachers as offenders were mentioned three times* 
Some interesting and curious tales are found in the literature 
about the professional thief and his efforts to obtain library 
materials* Lee Zimmerman defines professional book thieves as those 
persons who "• • • prowl through libraries to obtain cbook rarities, 
obliterate library markings and finally dispose of them to book 
collectors11 (26)* One husband and wife team seemed to have had a 
penchant for materials which relate to North Americana (3U) » Another 
man stole many manuscripts from the Prussien State Library (19)* 
A bookshop owner was found guilty of having established a trade in 
stolen books* His shop had many second-hand books in the stalls for 
browsing and purchasing but, in a vault, he had hidden rare books which 
had been stolen from libraries* He negotiated with petty thieves for 
a small price and then resold the material for enormous sums to interested 
people in the book trade (U)« Thomas J* Wise, a notorious thief, found 
it more profitable to filch materials and then to sell them directly to 
libraries or to other book buyers* At the turn of the century, Wise stole 
many leaves from quartos from the British Museum and used them in his 
improved volumes* His own books of no value had certain pages from rare 
books added to them so that they could be sold as authentics to bring 
Wise a large sum of money, Many of these volumes were sold to the 
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University of Texas* After this fraud vas disclosed, the British 
Museum asked for the return of the improved volumes even though they 
had been originally bought in good faith* The University of Texas then 
discovered that the British Museum possessed volumes which contained 
leaves filched from the Wrenn Collection at the University of Texas (23)* 
It will be difficult to decide the true ownership of the volumes in both 
collections* 
Methods for Acquiring Materials 
There were 12 articles of the 38 used in this study which 
contained descriptions of one or more ways in which materials had been 
pilfered from libraries* Of these 12 articles, nine mentioned only one 
method; one mentioned two methods; one mentioned three methods and the 
other gave five methods by which materials were stolen from libraries* 
By means of impersonations, using false borrower’s cards and resorting 
to trickery, thieves have been successful in their attempts at 
acquiring library books and other materials (see Table *>)• 
TABLE 5 
METHODS OF ACQUIRING MATERIALS 
Method Number of Articles 
Trickery •••«•••••••*•• 6 
False borrower’s cards ****••• k 
Other false identity •*•»*••• h 
Material hidden in large pockets • • 3 
Thief hiding in library •••*•• 2 
Hiding material in newspapers * * * 1 
Though mentioned only four times, the use of false borrower’s 
cards seemed the least unique of the reported six ways by which materials 
were illegally acquired. In one instance, it was library policy to permit 
a new patron to borrow books immediately after having registered for a 
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library card* There vas no opportunity* than, for the library to 
determine whether or not the information supplied on the potential 
borrower’s application was accurate and valid (16), Â trusting 
librarian, sympathetic to the borrower's pretense of urgency, loaned 
new books to a patron who had just registered with the library. 
The books were never returned and it was later discovered that the 
patron had given a false name and address on his library application 
blank (16), The campaign to retrieve items from users of fraudulent 
cards led the Brooklyn Public Library's Investigative Unit to visit the 
homes of offenders in order to recover books (27) • 
Obtaining books by resorting to trickery was mentioned in six 
articles. In Britain, a lay borrower hid books In his trousers (2), 
Almost ten years later, an American librarian did the same thing (30), 
Both men must have been terribly embarrassed to have to pull books out 
of their trousers in the same manner as a magician would pull rabbits 
out of a hat. An Oklahoma librarian suggested a more acceptable hiding 
place and thus suspected that vandals placed under their coats the 
materials they wished to possess (13), 
E|y simply asking for what he wanted, a professional thief who 
visited the Reference Division of the Hew York Public Library was able 
to acquire a rare book (L), The man presented himself to the librarian 
on duty and after satisfying the identification regulation was handed the 
material he requested. At a moment which he thought opportune, the thief 
asked that the librarian bring to him several other rare items. 
The librarian, being a good natured fellow and trustful of his fellow man, 
unthinkingly disobeyed library rules by leaving the already borrowed 
material unattended when he left the room. Upon the librarian's return, 
the culprit had disappeared and had taken with him the coveted material. 
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In almost this same manner, another thief was able to obtain new books 
by pretending to be in desperate need of the information contained in 
volumes which had not yet been properly processed for circulation (16)* 
Closely akin to the use of trickery for acquiring library 
materials is that of acquisition by misrepresentation » The four articles 
which mention misrepresentation treat of the student and the professional 
thief* Where the student is Involved, a college librarian felt that 
students assumed other identities for the sake of getting books which 
have been placed on reserve (26)* Students will often falsify their 
names when they are asked to sign for materials* Usually, identification 
cards are not requested, therefore, the librarian has no way of 
determining whether the person signing for materials is using his own or 
an assumed name (26)* The professional thief will most likely assume a 
profession as well as a name so as to enhance his importance and assure 
his acceptance by librarians with whom he comes in contact* One thief 
decided upon being Dr* Amos Nelson of the European Cultural Society* 
When he was apprehended, much to his chagrin, it was learned that the 
man was only a resourceful refugee who had been living in this country 
illegally and had turned to bibliokloptomania as his way of making a 
living* It was also disclosed that the European Cultural Society had 
never been in existence (U)« A middle-aged German posed as a qualified 
musicologist so that he would be permitted access to the Prussian State 
Libraiy's manuscript collection (19)» 
Ooing a step further than acquisition by misrepresentation, two 
students resorted to other daring ways of obtaining library materials, 
one by scaling a wall, the other by cleverly cutting illustrations from 
art books* Just one method for acquiring a heavily guarded and tightly 
«leased edition of the Bay Psalm Book could be used by a student at the 
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University of California at Los Angeles that was to hide in the library 
until after the closing hour. After all library visitors had vacated 
the building, the student came out of hiding and found it not difficult 
to reach the Bay Psalm Book by climbing over a temporary plywood partitif» 
and then unscrewing the small mahogany case (3). One British patron also 
hid in the library until it was closed. Then he acquired the materials 
he desired and simply unlocked the door in order to make his exit (16), 
The other student, a dilettante, took plates from books which dealt with 
art. This art student devised an ingenious method for acquiring plates. 
In order that his misdeed should go undetected, he 
... chewed string to thorough wetness, then 
passed it around the plate he intended to take, 
pushing it well Into the back of the fold* 
After a minute or so the paper right at the 
fold was pulp soft and the plate could be 
pulled away without a sound ... (16). 
Since libraries do not mark plates contained in books, it would be 
almost impossible for libraries to claim ownership of the plates take» 
from such sources. Separate plates, microcards, microfilms and other 
materials along with manuscripts and rare books are usually given special 
protection so as to eliminate the need for identification by rubber 
stamping, embossing or perforating which a professional thief finds no 
difficulty in removing (7)* Sven less skilled persons will remove 
bookplates from volumes so that materials are not easily identified by 
the library (7)* Though not previously a practice, the loss of son» 
valuable manuscripts through thefts has led the Library of Congress to 
stamp manuscripts with a permanent and transparent pale red ink (7)* 
In order to take advantage of what could easily be mistaken as 
an act of Innocence, a British library patron "absent-mindedly" picked 
up some books and forgot to take the books which he had legally charged 
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out* Upon his return to the library to claim these books, he permitted 
himself the opportunity of retaining materials not charged to him (16)* 
An old, large edition of Roget's Thesaurus was returned to an Oklahoma 
library after 18 months of illegal absence with a note which read 
"Thank you very much" (13)# Such action as the return of a missing 
volume probably was indicative of the patron's unintentional unawareness 
of a misdemeanor. One borrower in Plymouth, England, when caught said 
in his own defense "I didn't steal them—I thought it was a free 
library" (2U)* He had interpreted a free library to mean that one was 
free to take what one wanted and then to exercise free will in the 
return of the materials* Also mentioned in one article was the way in 
which one patron smuggled materials out of the library by concealing 
them in the folds of a newspaper (16)# Lastly, there were three articles 
which mentioned the use of large pockets* 
Uses Made of Stolen Articles 
A knowledge of what happens to library materials after they have 
disappeared from the library shelves seems scarce* In this analysis, 
18 articles report the fate of articles which had been stolen from 
libraries. In some articles not only were these materials classified by 
types but in six articles the particular item or items were mentioned and 
described* Even though varied uses have been made of stolon materials 
these fall into three categories, personal, sale and other (see Table 6). 
In two of the 18 articles materials were filched for the thieves* 
personal satisfaction and because there was an opportunity to sell what 
had been stolen* Just one article supplied information which falls into 
all three categories* 
Of the 38 articles which are the basis for this analysis there 
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are XU articles which reported library materials being stolen for 
reasons which were designated as personal* Son» school children 
mutilated magazines by cutting out the coupons which accompanied the 
advertisement of certain products (21)* The coupons were then used by 
the children in order to get whatever it was that they wished to order 
through the mall* A very colorful story is revealed in one article 
about two lay borrowers who cut illustrations from a number of library 
volumes* By the time the misdeeds of these two men were detected, so 
many illustrations had been filched that the men were able to cover the 
walls of their apartment by fitting and pasting the illustrations so as 
to make murals (35)* This was a great loss to the library because the 
illustrations could not be peeled from the walls without being tom in 
the process* 
TABLE 6 
USES MADE OF STOLEN ARTICLES 
Use Number of Articles 
Personal ••••••••••*•** 14 
To sell ••««••«••••••* 6 
Other ••«••••«••••••• 2 
The fulfillment of the desires of bibliokleptomanlacs was 
reported in six articles* One dealer in sheet music established a 
bookshop which he kept well stocked with the materials which he had 
filched so that they could be sold to interested persons* Libraries all 
over the world, including the Library of Congress, have made purchases 
from this bookshop (15)* Another thief was not so concerned with the 
fate of the high-priced books which he had stolen even though they were 
sold* At a time when a high war-time price could be commanded in 
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England, some expensive books were sold as waste paper (16)* 
Before the man who stole Foe’s A1 Aaraaf had a chance to sell the book, 
so much pressure was exerted for Its recovery that he had to keep the 
book out of circulation* Bookdealers seem not to know what has happened 
to this rare first edition (U)* The materials which were stolen by the 
former Scranton librarian were shipped to publishers in New York, 
Massachusetts and New Jersey so that they could be reproduced (37)# 
The article does not indicate what the librarian (turned culprit) 
intended to do with the reproduced materials* 
Penalties Against Offenders 
According to the articles analysed for this study library vandals 
are not dealt with harshly by either the civil laws of the vicinity or 
by the library administrations* There were only six articles which 
reported decisions and convictions by a civil court* The reported 
sentences were from less than six months in jail to more than one 
year (see Table 7)* The two men %dio received the more than one year 
sentences were guilty of stealing illustrations from books (35) • 
The librarians who stole books were arrested but no further information 
was given about them* 
One article was specific in its report of the prosecution of 
library offenders under state laws* Section 265 of the New York State 
Education Law provides a penalty of up to six months imprisonment or a 
fine for keeping library books 30 days after receiving formal notification 
from the library, for return (1JU) • Because the Brooklyn Public Library 
was plagued with library vandals, it found it necessary to implement the 
state law in order to help defray some costs for losses* It was 
estimated that the Brooklyn Public Library had an annual loss of about 
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$5&C4*000 worth of materials during I960 and 1961 (29)# Thus, in 
prosecuting one Brooklyn high school teacher, the library was able to 
recover $j50O for fines (lU)* Of the other eight articles which mentioned 
fines, five reported fines levied by courts* The other three articles 
dealt with library fines such as a patron being charged the price of the 
book* One librarian reported the replacement cost of the book as the 
maximum fine (16)* In such cases, added to the actual list price of 
the book is the cost of processing which is determined by the library* 
TABLE 7 
PENALTIES AGAINST OFFENDERS 





More than one year *•••••»• 2 
Less than six months ••«•••• 1 
Sentence suspended ••**••••• k 
6 
3 
Six articles reported the positions of persons who apprehended 
or were instrumental in the apprehension of the vandals (see Table 8)* 
TABLE 8 
HON OFFENDERS ARE DETECTED 
Person Number of Articles 
Security Guard ••*•••••••• 3 
Librarian »•••••«•••*••• 2 
Student •••••••••*»•••• 1 
2$ 
In two instances librarians were credited with helping to catch thieves. 
As was mentioned earlier, the chief librarian at Claremont College was 
actually bruised in the scuffle when he tried to apprehend the thief (30), 
Much sleuthing was done by librarians in order to determine who the 
culprits were who were doing so much damage to illustrative materials. 
This entailed comparing typewritten copies of false blurbs which had 
been added to books} remembering who were the recent visitors to the 
library} and, having staff members from other departments of the library to 
act as browsing readers and mingle with the patrons (35)* Though the 
thief was not detected, the rare book which was a gift to the British 
Museum was found when a Georgetown University librarian decided to look 
through the University archives for materials to put on display (3U). 
Lawrence Powell is rather dramatic in his description of how the night 
watchman at the University of California at Los Angeles prevented a 
student from escaping with the Bay Psalm Book: 
Officer Frush approached at that moment ^when 
the student dropped from the window into a 
bed of scarlet hibiscus^ and suggested fthat? 
he stop. The student began to run. Whereupon 
Frush drew his U5, and called "Stop! or I 
shoot." Fortunately, for himself, the student 
heard the frontier quality in that voice—and 
also the click of the cocked gun. He stopped. 
Frush marched him to the epolicej station 
where he was searched and the book found (3). 
Only one article reported detection of a vandal with the help of a 
student (19). 
Methods Suggested and Employed to Curb Losses 
The problem of trying to reduce the number of material losses 
each year has compelled librarians and library administrators to seek 
suggestions for thwarting vandals. Among the 38 articles in this study 
there were 21 which mentioned methods which might help a library to 
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keep its materials (see Table 9)* One article made 10 suggestions 
for lessening the number of missing books (£)# That toe loan 
regulations should be restricted vas mentioned in four articles* 
TABLE 9 
METHODS SUGGESTED AND EMPLOYED TO CURB LOSSES 
Suggestion Number of Articles 
Security guards   , . 12 
Appeal to sense of values • *•»•** 10 
Penalty (fines, imprisonment) * * * * * 6 
Photoduplication • ••*••••••• $ 
Closed shelves *•••••»•,.*• k 
Hold identification card U 
Locker and room inspection ü 
Ownership markings •*«*.«••*• 1* 
Reserve books • »•*, «•••••,* U 
Restrict loan regulations «*•**,• U 
Student checkers «•••«•*•*•• £ 
Additional copies of titles ***♦*• 3 
Liberalise loan policy •••«•••• 3 
Prompt follow-up of overdue 8 • • * * * 3 
Strategic placement of charge desk * * 3 
At toe University of Idaho Library certain reference books were placed 
in toe office of the subject departments* librarian* In order to use 
toe materials desired, students had to make the request in person and 
then sign for the material (36)* The Brooklyn Public Library enforced 
toe use of certain materials only in certain areas of the library (28)* 
If magazines tier® borrowed in the periodicals room they could be used 
only in that room and were not permitted to be taken into toe main 
reading room* Both the University of Idaho Library and the Brooklyn 
Public Library reported holding identification cards when materials 
were borrowed* Upon the return of the materials, toe librarian 
surrenders the library card, driver’s license, draft card or whatever 
had been accepted as valid for identification* The four articles which 
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suggested retaining an identification card, also mentioned other 
precautionary measures which might be observed by librarians» 
Two other methods for restricting loan regulations were put 
into practice by placing books on reserve and permitting only library 
personnel the easy accessibility to materials on closed shelves* 
Even though there were four articles each which suggested closed shelves 
and reserves, only three of these eight articles mentioned the use of 
both the closed shelves and the placement of books and other materials 
on reserve. When some students at Idaho University were asked to write 
a class paper which made recommendations for resolving thefts and 
mutilations of library materials, one suggestion was that materials 
should be placed on reserve (11)» Each time that reserving books was 
mentioned in the literature it was suggested by a school librarian. 
Of the references made to the use of closed shelves only one of the 
four articles was written by a librarian in a public library system. 
He suggested partial closed access so as to be able to keep better watch 
over library materials (20). 
Oran ting that keeping books on closed shelves which are not 
accessible to the public) holding identification cards while materials 
are being used In the library) placing books on reserve thereby limiting 
their use) and, restricting the use of materials in certain areas of the 
library, might be considered a throwback to the days of chained books, 
these practices are in use in all types of libraries. Three librarians 
suggested that perhaps materials would be less damaged and that the 
amount of losses through theft might be reduced if librarians were 
willing to liberalize their loan policies. In a statement prepared by 
the Library Planning Committee of the Indiana Library Association, 
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librarians and trustees felt that certain reference books could be 
permitted to circulate to library patrons (12)* Apparently, toe specific 
types or titles of reference books which would circulate would be left 
to the discretion of the individual library administrator* (toe Junior 
high school librarian in New Britain, Connecticut, granted permission 
for toe circulation of encyclopedias and magazines* She also informed 
toe children of the Give-Away Week at the end of the school year* 
During that week, issues of certain magazines which were not kept for 
future reference purposes were given to toe children at their requests* 
The encyclopedias which circulated overnight were second copies of toe 
sets which remained in the library at all times (21)* Ibis can be done 
if the librarian is fortunate enough to have additional copies of titles, 
as was mentioned in three articles. That multiple copies of titles 
should be provided was suggested at a business meeting of librarians and 
trustees (12). Provisions for a replacement budget as a part of toe 
capital outlay was another suggestion made by & librarian in toe Long 
Beach, California, Public Library (20)* 
The public school and the university library have found that one 
way of retrieving lost books was to have students' lockers inspected. 
On the university campus this inspection was extended to the search of 
dormitory rooms (11)* There were four articles which included locker and 
room inspection among the suggestions for curbing library losses* 
At toe University of Idaho, officers of dormitories were asked to search 
the rooms of the students for materials which belonged to toe library (36). 
Some students, even in high school, would consider locker inspection to 
be an invasion of their privacy (5)* Yet, an invasion of privacy by a 
dormitory check once a semester was one recommendation made by university 
students (ll)• 
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Since many of the materials in libraries are difficult to 
replace* librarians have turned to various methods of photoduplication 
in order to provide patrons with the materials they wish to use at their 
leisure and in privacy* One young man when caught with illustrations he 
had taken out of library books gave as his reason for taking the pictures 
his desire to copy at leisure and in privacy (16)* The Brooklyn Public 
Library is one that has installed additional Doc us tat machines for the 
convenience of its patrons (28)* The need for photoduplication service 
seems to have the endorsement of librarians in public, college and 
school library service* An article in the Bookmark suggests that the 
library at the University of Idaho is obligated to provide rapid, 
inexpensive photocopy service to its patrons (36)* This was the only 
article from among the five which suggested the provision of photo- 
duplication service and mentioned the expensiveness of suoh services* 
Another expensive service which is provided by the library is 
that of employing security guards to keep vigilance over library property* 
For the public library, this means an additional job classification with 
full-time staff* For example, in the Brooklyn Public Library, there is 
an Investigative Unit which is made up of retired policemen from the 
New York City Police Department* These men are on duty whenever any of 
the Brooklyn Library agencies are open (32) • The New York Public Library 
also has a guard unit known as Special Investigators* One special 
investigator, an amateur sleuth, sought the assistance of book dealers, 
librarians and others of the book trade, In the apprehension of book 
thieves, in order to make more difficult the possibilities of their 
selling stolen articles. In school libraries, however, students usually 
perfora the guard duties* Some college students suggested that those 
persons who are assigned as guards or checkers should patrol the library 
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building to watch for students who mutilate books (11) • Although this 
might prove to be an affective measure of curtailing the number of thefts 
of whole works it is quite likely that there would be an increase in the 
number of works mutilated (36)» 
Twelve articles suggested the use of security guards and student 
checkers were mentioned in four of these* Of these articles there are 
two which suggest maintaining guards as a result of two surveys conducted 
by librarians. Replies received from 31 libraries out of the h2, to 
idiom questionnaires were sent, showed five libraries which maintained 
guards at the exits of the libraries (9), In another instance, in 
order to determine the types of control programs in use against book 
losses and mutilations, a questionnaire was sent to fjD public libraries 
of varying sizes in different areas of the country. Six libraries 
reported using full-time guards at the exits and two reported employing 
part-time guards (33), One librarian noted that 
, • , guards are usually not deputized and 
consequently have no police power, There 
seems to be the legal possibility of cthe 
library: being sued for false arrest , « , 
even in the brief act of stopping a patron 
and inspecting personal properly (9), 
One alternative suggestion was noted if special guards or 
checkers were not available. This was that the charge desk be shifted 
to a place in the room where the person at the desk can keep watch cm 
patrons. At the University of Idaho Library the loan desk was placed 
near the exit (36), It is interesting to note that the three articles 
which mentioned the strategic placement of the charge desk were 
submitted by a school librarian (5), a public librarian (9), and a 
university librarian (36), 
If library property could be easily identified, this would make 
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easier thé task of reclaiming library materials, Thus, librarians 
have suggested that ownership narks be affixed in obvious places on 
library materials. One college librarian suggested stamping the 
name of the library on the edgings of books (26), Materials other than 
books are not as easily handled as books and the librarian Is faced with 
marking these also. Microcards, two aided plates and microfilms fall 
Into this category of problem materials (7), Of the four articles which 
mentioned the use of library ownership marks one was devoted to an 
investigation of the value of these maries. The compiler of the data 
concluded from the questionnaires which ware returned that- the use of 
ownership marks probably did not justify the time it took to affix them (7), 
This is especially applicable to rare books which are stolen by 
professional thieves who can obliterate library markings (26), 
One librarian in England felt that the prompt follow-up of 
overdues would alleviate book losses and keep library borrowers (8), 
In another article, Mr, Ernest A, Savage cites a case whereby the prompt 
follow-up of overdue notices made the librarian aware of the foul play 
intended by a patron (16), Should library materials not be returned, 
various penalties were mentioned in six articles. Three articles 
suggested that fines be paid by offenders. Two articles went one step 
further and added that the fine should amount to the price of the book (iO 
or the replacement cost of the book (16), The suggestion from a British 
librarian was that the culprit be fastened in stocks and placed in the 
main lobby of the library In which he committed the wrongdoing so that 
all potential offenders and others could see (2U), The prevailing idea, 
here, is that the sheer embarrassment of being placed on exhibit under 
such ridiculous circumstances would be fair warning to offenders and 
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would curb further vandalism. Twice librarians offered the denial of 
library privileges as a suggested penalty. It was also mentioned that 
legal penalties be metered out to those who refused to return library 
materials and to those who filched library materials (12). The suggestions 
did not include a specific penalty. Expulsion from school was the 
harshest of all suggestions for a penalty (11). 
Were librarians1 appeals to the patrons* sense of values heeded, 
the aforegoing suggestions would be unnecessary. If respect for the 
property and rights of others were practiced by the patron, then, concern 
about library losses would be eliminated. There were ten articles which 
mentioned appealing to the patrons' sense of values* In two articles 
specific examples were cited to bring to the attention of the Idaho 
University student body the evils of book theft and mutilation. Articles 
dealing with the subject appeared in the caucus newspaper (36). Students 
recommended the appointment of a certain number of residents In each 
dormitory who would see to the return of library materials. They, the 
appointees, would not themselves be responsible for the return of 
materials but would remind dormitory residents to return what had been 
borrowed from the library# With the cooperation of students at tie 
University of Idaho an appeal at the end of the school year was made for 
the return of books and other materials. This appeal brought the return 
of library materials which were not only the property of the University 
of Idaho Library but also materials which belonged to other libraries 
in different states (18). 
CHAPTER IH 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The 38 articles indexed in Library Literature, from 1953 
through 1963» which were analyzed in this study give insight into aspects 
of the problem of vandalism in libraries as reported by librarians. 
The literature has revealed the recurrence of vandalism in libraries, 
in this country and abroad, and the similarities in the suggestions 
which librarians have offered in order to resolve the problem of theft 
and mutilation of library materials. 
Uhwelcomed is the fact that all types of libraries are subject 
to vandalism. The public, school, university and special libraiy have 
been mentioned more than once in the 38 articles which described some 
aspect of the theft and mutilation of library materials. Apparently, 
librarians do expect some annual losses of materials through vandalism 
but, the volume of the actual losses greatly exceeded what had been the 
projected margin. One university librarian upon realizing a loss of 
$10,200 worth of materials after taking an inventory said, nwe correctly 
anticipated ... book losses would ... increase, but, we did not 
expect such a precipitlous rise in so short a time" (17). 
Librarians are at a disadvantage because the activities of 
vandals are usually not discovered until after the damages have been done. 
If libraiy workers were capable of recognizing a potential vandal, many 
of the books, manuscripts, pictures, rare materials, sheet music, 
journals, and other library materials would enjoy longer patron use. 
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But, the difficulty, of course, is that of recognizing an offender* 
The literature has made provision for classifying offenders—librarians, 
professional thieves, students and teachers* Added to this list is the 
category of lay borrowers which conveniently serves the purpose of 
including all library patrons* The greatest number of articles dealing 
with types of vandals refer to lay borrowers as primary offenders* 
All types of persons responsible for vandalism were revealed in 30 of 
the 38 articles and 12 of these mentioned lay borrowers* 
Since it is almost impossible to determine who are the vandals 
before the offense is committed, librarians have sought information 
about the factors which contribute to patron damage and mutilation of 
library materials. There were 22 articles which mentioned one or more 
of these factors* Open stacks, the pressure of school assignments, and 
personal satisfaction were mentioned most* The attractiveness of 
materials, limited loan policies, pranks and saleability were each 
mentioned in five articles* 
Thieves were reported in six articles to have been successful 
in selling materials which they took from libraries* In Hi articles 
references were made to stolen library materials which were used for the 
personal satisfaction of the thief* Twenty articles did not report the 
use made of the stolen items even though 35 articles cited materials 
which had been stolen* Books alone were reported lost in 29 articles* 
Periodicals and illustrative materials were included in 10 and nine 
articles, respectively* Manuscripts and sheet music were each mentioned 
In three articles and the loss of valuable and rare materials was 
discussed six times* 
In order to acquire the materials desired, the professional 
thief usually assumed a false identity or resorted to trickery* 
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The former means for acquiring materials vas revealed in three articlesj 
the latter vas reported in six* It vas the non-professional thief who 
employed the use of false borrowers* cards and this was reported in 
four articles* In two instances he hid in the library until after the 
closing hour* He placed stolen items in his pockets according to 
three articles and in one instance he concealed a book in the folds of 
a newspaper* 
Librarians were cited in two instances as having been helpful 
in the detection of an offender* The literature reported three instances 
of assistance from security guards and just one report named a student 
as having been instrumental in detecting a thief. 
The literature does not reveal much about the penalties imposed 
against library vandals after they were caught* In 12 instances 
mention was made of penalties. Offenders were penalized lightly by 
having to pay library fines; or heavily by staying more than a year in 
prison* Sometimes* prison sentences were passed but were later suspended, 
as was reported in four articles* 
Many suggestions were found in 21 articles for alleviating the 
problem of vandalism* The employment of security guards and appealing 
to the patrons' sense of values were mentioned most often* Not only can 
the employment of a guard present the problem of more money for salaries 
and a new job classification, it can also present a legal problem In 
which the library would prefer not to be involved, such as being sued for 
false arrest* Library administrators have indicated that they are aware 
of the fact that students do not make satisfactory guards and that 
strictly enforced exit controls tend to lessen thefts but to increase 
mutilations* 
One librarian observed that "a number of librarians are 
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obviously disturbed over the problem, but few have any real idea of its 
true extent, or of the solutions being tried at other libraries” (33)* 
The suggestions which have been made by librarians are those which are 
already in practice in other libraries and which seem to be proving 
ineffective in curbing losses. It is difficult for library administrators 
to decide which practices will protect library materials and at the 
earns time not deter patrons from using them* As a moral issue, 
vandalism could be approached through an appeal to the patrons' sense of 
values as was suggested in 10 articles. If the patron acquired respect 
for library property along with his desire to read and if he would 
return, and not retain materials it would certainly relieve libraries 
of many losses. 
The fact that the practices of placing books on reserve, 
employing guards, making available photoduplication services and other 
efforts have not freed libraries from vandalism should challenge library 
administrators to seek new methods for coping with the problem. 
Meanwhile, librarians will find it necessary to continue to pool ideas 
and experiment with suggestions so as to curb the historically ever 
present problem of vandalism. 
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